
  THE FIRST STATE MODEL RAILROAD 
CLUB, INC. NEWSLETTER   

 FEBRUARY 2017  
 
NEXT MEETING: 
 
The next meeting of The First State Model Railroad Club, Inc. will be held on 
Tuesday, February 14, at 7:30 P.M. at Jarrell Station at 1282 McKee Road, in 
Dover, DE.   
 
NOTES FROM PRESIDENT EATON:   
 
Good morning everyone.  I just got home from the Springfield train show and boy 
did we have fun.  Read more about our trip in Jim Thompson’s article.  Last 
Thursday night we got the DC layout taken down and the DCC layout set up.  If 
anyone would like, stop by the club and start connecting the DC track together so 
those who use that layout can start running trains.  The new power pack and 
controller for the DCC layout has arrived and hopefully we will have it up and 
running next Thursday night.  We talked to Digitrax and they said if we mailed the 
old controller back (and any throttles that are not working) they can repair them for 
$35.00.  This is a great deal.  By getting it repaired that will give us a backup in 
case something goes wrong again. 
 
Our next outing will be February 25 at the Smyrna high school and we will be 
setting up the DCC layout.  We will not be paid for this show.  If you have not 
heard yet we will NOT be going to the train show at the riverfront in March.  We 
received a letter from the sponsor of that event saying they did not have room for 
us this year.  We can still go up as a group on Saturday or Sunday.  I’m not sure 
what the entrance fee for that show will be, but I’m sure someone out there does.  
[See Upcoming Events] 
 
This month’s discussion at our monthly meeting will be “Glues: which type to use 
for which jobs”. Yes I know our next meeting will be the 14th of February and I 
know that is Valentine’s Day.  So if any of you Romeo’s out there have to take 
your loved one, or wife, out for dinner I will understand why you’re not there.  As 
for the rest of us see you on the 14th.  
 
Happy model railroading. Sam Eaton, President 
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FSMRRC 2017 ANNUAL SPRINGFIELD TRIP: 
 
This year’s Springfield trip went very well, especially considering the problems we 
had at the start.  First, about six weeks ago, I tried to block our 9 or 10 rooms.  
With hotel reservations and the Amherst Society taking many of the rooms, there 
were no rooms left for us.  I told the clerk we were with the Train Show, so she 
gave us 7 rooms.  The rooms were for Paul and Paula Buckley, Sam Eaton and 
Carol Young, Dick Lush and Ralph Pfannenstiel, Paul and Lena Roy, Les and Ann 
Souder, Jim and Carolyn Thompson and John Gray.  So the room problem worked 
out fine.  Next we always get breakfast at IHOP run by Bob Evans.  When I called 
to reserve time for breakfast, I was informed Bob Evans was no longer there.  I 
spoke with the new manager who was Indian and I could not understand him and 
did not know if we had reservations or not.  I found out it didn’t matter because by 
going through the Train Show hotel reservation we got breakfast each morning 
complimentary with the room.  So we personally save about $30.00.  However, the 
room rate was $99.00 per night rather than $91.00 as usual.   But parking is usually 
$18.00 per day per car and the parking was included with the room, so we saved 
money there.  It seems all things worked out.  There was also some problem with 
the Steam Tender Restaurant on Saturday night.  The restaurant is about 30 miles 
away.  Because of the Train Show the restaurant will not take reservations during 
the Train Show weekend.  So we decided to try to get there early, returning from 
the show to the hotel very briefly and then straight to dinner.  We left the hotel 
around 5:00 p.m. and arrived at the Steam Tender around 5:30 p.m.  We finally got 
seated for dinner around 6:30 p.m. by splitting up in three different groups.  After 
dinner we got back to the hotel around 8:30 or 9:00 p.m.  We did not do our usual 
wine and cheese gathering, because everyone seemed too tired to enjoy it. 
 
The Train Show on Saturday went fine with five guys going with Jim Thompson 
and three guys going with Paul Buckley to the show.  The girls took Les’ car up to 
Yankee Candle after breakfast.  Breakfast was outstanding for all of us with 
scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage, fruits, Danish, coffee and juice.   
 
The Train Show itself is getting extremely crowded with 4 buildings opening at 
9:00 a.m. with thousands of people lined up to get in.  There is a train horn 
sounded to open the show.  (I have a video.)  We had arm bands for each day so we 
didn’t have to stand in line to get one, which is $14.00 a day or $28.00 for the two 
days.  But we ordered in advance and got them for $25.00 for the two days. 
 
There were manufacturers, distributors, dealers and tons of vendors.  There were 
over 400 of them.  To name a few: Athearn, Atlas, Bachman, Bar Mills, Bowser, 
Broadway Limited, Digitrax, Hornby America/Rivarossi, Jelsma Graphics, JMRI, 
Kadee, Kato, Lionel, MRC. MTH, NCE, MNRA-National, Northeast Region, 
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Rapido, Soundtraxx, Spring Mills, Star Hobbies, Tangent, Tichy, Walthers and our 
own Yankee Dabbler.  There were over 400 spots to see.  The layouts were 
impeccable with detailing being endless.  The Amherst Layout occupies a space of 
over 5,000 square feet consisting of over 100 modules built by over 30 different 
active members.  It takes the group roughly 18 hours to assemble.  And it takes an 
operator approximately one hour to navigate a trip around the layout. 
 
Sunday the show does not open until 10:00 a.m. so the men and women all joined 
together for breakfast at the hotel.  Then the guys went back over to the show for 
final deals and to see what they missed on Saturday.  There were plenty of bags put 
in the vehicles from the show.  I noticed plenty of bags from Yankee Candle as 
well.   
 
We checked out around 12:00 noon and were on the road by 1:00 p.m.  Our first 
stop was at the first exit on the Parkway and our last stop was the last exit on the 
Turnpike where we all had dinner at Cracker Barrel.  We arrived back at Dover 
around 8:00 p.m.  It was a very fast weekend and another one to remember.  Ask 
any member who went for more details.  I have already heard the girls talking 
about next year. 
 
Jim Thompson 
 
TRACK CLEANING THE EASY WAY: 
 
As we talked about at our last business meeting there are a variety of ways to keep 
dust off a layout and techniques concerning how to clean dirty track.  I recently 
came across the attached article (at end of newsletter) titled “TRACK CLEANING 
THE EASY WAY” that I thought would be of interest.  It was published in the 
October 2016 issue of Model Railroad Hobbyist Magazine and shows how to build 
a track cleaning car that uses DeoxIT D5 as a cleaning agent.  This product is used 
to clean electrical contacts in radios and can be purchased through Amazon.com. 
 
Henry Kramer 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 
February 4-5, 2017 – The Great Scale Model Train Show. Maryland State 
Fairgrounds, 2200 York Road, Timonium, MD (Cow Palace).  Saturday: 9am5pm, 
Sunday: 10am-4pm.  Admission: $9.00 for both days, $8.00 for Sunday only. 
Children up to 15 FREE with a paid adult. 
 
February 11, 2017 - Philadelphia Chapter PRRT&HS Meeting from 10:30am 
to 2:30pm, Drexel Hill United Methodist Church, 600 Burmont Road, Drexel Hill, 
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PA 19026. 
 
February 11-12, 2017 – Great Train Show, Tulsa, OK. Expo Square, 4145 E. 2st 
St., Tulsa, OK. 10am-4pm.  Admission: $10.00, good for both days, Sunday only: 
$9.00. Kids 11 and under are admitted free and do NOT need a ticket.  Hundreds of 
tables of trains for sale, exhibitors from across the country, huge Operating Model 
Train displays, free workshops and demonstrations, free door prize giveaways. 
 
February 25, 2017 – I Love Smyrna School District Day from 8:30am to 3pm, 
Smyrna High School, 500 Duck Creek Parkway, Smyrna, DE 19977.  BOTH 
FSMRRC AND SLGRC WILL SET UP AT THIS EVENT. 
 
February 25-26, 2017 – Allentown Train Meet Spring Thaw™ Show. 
Allentown Fairgrounds, Agricultural Hall (Agri-Plex), 302 North 17th Street, 
Allentown, PA. Admission: $8.00, kids 12 and under are FREE!  
 
March 5, 2016 – Jersey Central Chapter of the NRHS (JCRHS) Train Show at 
Mother Seton High School, Valley Road at the Clark traffic circle, Exit 135 on the 
Garden State Parkway, Clark, NJ. Admission: $5.00 for adults, kids under 12 
FREE, family maximum $10.00.  Operating train layouts including one that the 
kids can actually run, railroad movies, a collection of model circus train 
equipment.  Door prizes every hour with the Grand Prize an HO scale model train 
set.  Parking is FREE.  
 
March 11-12, 2017 – Greenberg’s Great Train & Toy Show. Chase Center on 
the Riverfront, 815 Justison Street, Wilmington, DE.  10am-4pm.  Free parking. 
Admission: $9.00, kids 11 and under are admitted free and do NOT need a ticket.  
 
March 18, 2017 – Best Little Train Show in Greensboro.  Greensboro Amtrak 
Depot, 300 E. Washington Street, Greensboro, NC.  10am-3pm.  Free downtown 
metered and garage parking on weekends.  Admission: $5.00, children under 12 
FREE.  Permanent HO and N scale model train layouts located in the former REA 
building, Greensboro NC Amtrak Depot Complex, 234-B E. Washington Street. 
Admission to the club train layouts is always FREE.  Special train show hours – 
layouts open 9am-5pm. 
 
March 24-25, 2017 – East Coast Large Scale Train Show.  York Expo Center - 
Utz Arena, 334 Carlisle Ave, York, PA. Friday: 9am – 6pm, Saturday: 9am – 4pm. 
Admission: Two-day Adult ticket: $18.00, children under 12 FREE, One-day Adult 
Ticket: $10.00, children under 12 FREE.  
 
March 26, 2016 – The Brick Train Show. Brick Elks Lodge #2151, 2491 Hooper 
Avenue, Brick NJ. 9am – 4pm. Admission: $6.00, children under 10, Free. 
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Children and adult door prizes, operating layouts, fine refreshments served from 
show opening until close, test track to operate that new purchase, train doctor. 
 
April, 1st, 2017 – The Delaware Train & Slotcar Show, Nur Shrine Center, 
Route. 13 (198 S. DuPont Highway), New Castle, DE.  9am-2pm.  Admission is 
$5.00; children under the age of 12 are FREE.  $10.00 Early Buyers 8:00am 
Admission.  It will feature over 150 tables of trains, accessories, slotcars, and some 
toys.  The show will have a diversity of trains in all Scales and makes.  We have a 
variety of unique dealers coming from up and down the east coast.  The show has 
grown bigger every year.  Train show is Saturday only.   
 
April 8-9, 2017 – The Great Scale Model Train Show. Maryland State 
Fairgrounds, 2200 York Road, Timonium, MD.  Saturday: 9am-5pm, Sunday: 
10am4pm.  Admission: $9.00 for both days, $8.00 for Sunday only.  Children up to 
15 FREE with a paying adult. 
 
April 22, 2017 – Boy Scouts of America Railroading Merit Badge Class.  
Hosted by the First State Model Railroad Club, 1282 McKee Road, Dover, DE, 
9am-3pm.  Free to all scouts.  Register online at www.fsmrrc.org. 








